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Freshman English (with 1-hour Aural Training) (1)
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Besides providing language training, the course aims to bring the students to
the awareness that learning about culture (from literature and cinema) is
indispensable when they learn a language and that language and culture
constitute the imagination of a life style (to learn a language is exactly to learn
about a way of living) and the understanding of the world. They conduce
eventually to self-surpassing (creativity) on the personal level and cross-

culture communication on the global level.
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To help students improve not just their English listening, speaking, reading,
and writing skills through literature and cinema but their ability to appreciate
western literature:
I Listening : materials selected from a variety of sources such as TOEFL,
GEPT, magazines, film scripts, etc.
IT Speaking : English presentation/drama/interview
III Reading:
A. materials on western literature
2 Shakespeare’s comedy: “Much Ado About Nothing” (text, film,
commentary)
3 Romanticism: Wordsworth’s poetry (text, film: “A River Runs Through It”)
4 Modernism: Marguerite Duras’ “The Lover” (text, film: “The Lover”,
commentary) 5 Post-colonialism (commentary: “A Post-colonial Reading of
Frangois Cheng’s Novels”, film: “M. Butterfly”)
B. Vocabulary: the textbook “Word Power made Easy”
IV Writing : materials extracted from the book “Steps to Writing Well”
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# 1 Final presentation or examination

The students can either make a presentation with groupmates or take a
written examination at the end of the semester.

The final presentation can be done in the form of drama or interview. They
can choose to stage an assigned play or show an interview with foreign
students (American, British, French, or German students) on the campus.
The interview will be conducted with a focus on cultural issues or with the
purpose of knowing about the foreign interviewees’ needs and trying to give
a hand. Of all the questions intended for them, there should be at least four
questions related to the course content.

# 2 8-minute oral presentation

The students will make an oral presentation on a topic of their own.
Presentations should be done with Power Point. During a presentation,
students can show video clips, but that cannot be longer than 2 minutes. It
would be best for them to give their presentations from memory.

The students will make an oral presentation on a topic of their own. In case
they cannot come up with their own topic, they may refer to the following
suggested topics:

20th or 21st century inventions:




architecture/medicine/technology/literature/art/fashion/social movements...

Presentations should be done with Power Point. During a presentation,

students can show video clips, but that cannot be longer than 2 minutes. It

would be best for them to give their presentations from memory.

Class regulations

1 1 The role call will be done regularly.

The students should go to the school’s leave request system to ask for leave.

They have to provide a certificate while doing so. It should be done within a

week after absence from class.

The other rules about asking for leave conform with those specified in the
school’ s “Academic Rules” (&~ ~ £ 7]).

2 The students cannot talk in class unless they are permitted to do so.

3 The students must submit 3 English opinion papers (typed and printed).

4 The final presentation is equivalent to a final examination. The students

have to come to class on the final presentation day. If they cannot come on

that day, they will need to ask for leave with an official certificate (refer to

regulation 1) to avoid having the mere passing score 60 on their final

presentation.

1. Word Power Made Easy by Norman Lewis (texts available on the

TR internet)
2. Handouts provided in class on related topics
Mid-term examination 40%
FE Y Final presentation with groupmates or examination 40%
Individual oral presentation 20%
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1 8/12 234 Shakespeare’s “Much Ado About Nothing”
1 8/12 678 Ibid.
1 8/14 234 Ibid.
1 8/14 678 Ibid.
1 8/16 234 Ibid.
1 8/16 678 Ibid.
2 8/19 234 William Wordsworth’s poetry
2 8/19 678 Ibid.




2 8/21 234 Modernism: The Lover

2 8/21 678 Ibid.

2 8/23 234 Midterm

2 8/23 678 Modernism: The Lover

3 8/26 234 Postcolonialism: Francois Cheng

3 8/26 678 Ibid.

3 8/28 234 Ibid.

3 8/28 678 Final project or examination
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